
 

 

August 28, 2019  
 
Dear Sophomore and Junior Parents:  

We are writing to inform you of an important event in your child’s academic 
career:  

On October 16, 2019, Deerfield High School juniors will be taking the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). This test is 
mandatory for all of our juniors and is free to families.  

Our sophomore students will also be given the opportunity to take the PSAT/NMSQT test, 
although it is optional for our 10th graders. The cost of the PSAT for sophomores who decide 
to take the test will be $28, payable through their Infinite Campus school fee portal 
(directions found at the end of this letter). 

The PSAT/NMSQT is a slightly shorter version of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), which 
is one of the two college entrance exams students may take in junior year and early in senior 
year.  

This is an important test for several reasons:  

First, juniors who score very well enter the National Merit Scholarship competition, and may 
qualify further to compete for a number of college scholarships, including National Merit 
Scholarships, National Achievement Scholarships for outstanding black students, and National 
Hispanic Scholarships. This is the only time that juniors can be tested to qualify for this 
program. These awards are available to students regardless of financial need. (Current 
sophomores can qualify when they take the test as a junior.)  

Second, this test provides a valuable opportunity for a “practice run”—a chance to take a 
formal, timed test that mimics a college entrance exam without the prospect of score reports to 
colleges. It also enables us to identify and take steps to help students who struggle with 
standardized testing before they begin taking the SAT and/or ACT.  

Finally, the PSAT/NMSQT is scored similarly to the SAT, so the results are roughly predictive of 
students’ SAT performance. This is particularly relevant for juniors because they are required to 
take the SAT in April.  

Additional testing will take place in the spring. All freshmen, sophomores, and juniors will be 
taking the PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, or SAT (juniors) on April 14, 2020, as mandated by the state of 



 

 

Illinois. These tests are required and will stand as an accountability and progress measure for 
our high schools. This fall’s PSAT/NMSQT administration provides valuable experience for 
these mandated tests.  

On the fall testing day, no classes will be held on October 16 to allow for the best possible 
testing experience. Also, Deerfield high school will follow a late-start schedule on October 17 in 
order to fully provide extended test accommodations to those students receiving them. These 
accommodations are pre-approved through the College Board. If you have questions about 
this, please contact your student’s counselor.  
 
Sophomores: Registration for the PSAT/NMSQT test will be open until 
September 5. To register:  
 

1. Login to Infinite Campus Portal and click FEES. Select “My Account”  and 
click “Optional Payments” to find the PSAT.   

2. The test costs $28.00. Students who are on the Free and Reduced 
Lunch/Book program or any student who needs financial assistance are 
asked to contact their counselor if they plan on taking the test.  

 

Juniors: Since this test is mandatory, you will automatically be signed up. There is 
no need to register or pay the fee. 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES TO SHARE WITH YOUR STUDENT ABOUT 
TESTING DAY:  

• Sleep well the night before and eat a full breakfast.  
• Bring a calculator and a #2 pencil.  
• Testing room locations will be clearly posted. Know that those students receiving test 

accommodations will be provided specific locations based upon specific individual need.  

 
We recognize the importance of this test experience. If you have questions, please feel free to 
contact the Deerfield High School Assistant Principal who oversees testing:  
 
Mr. Ken Williams 
kwilliams@dist113.org  
224.632.3013.        
 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn Anderson  
Deerfield High School Principal  
 

https://ic.dist113.org/campus/portal/township.jsp
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